Case report: hypercalcemia in a patient with AIDS and Pneumocystis carinii pneumonia.
Pneumocystis carinii infection is commonly seen in patients infected with HIV, and there is evidence of macrophage involvement in the disease process. Macrophage dysfunction can result in abnormal vitamin D metabolism as is often seen in a granulomatous disease such as sarcoidosis. This article describes a patient with AIDS who had P. carinii pneumonia and hypercalcemia and had elevated 1,25-dihydroxyvitamin D levels, the first such reported case in the literature. There was no other evidence of a granulomatous disease such as sarcoidosis or tuberculosis to account for this. It is suggested that the increase in 1,25-dihydroxyvitamin D level was secondary to P. carinii induced macrophage dysfunction. As the patient's P. carinii pneumonia resolved, his 1,25 dihydroxyvitamin D level normalized along with the resolution of hypercalcemia.